
ST. LOUIS DE MONTFORT’S True Devotion to Mary 
 
What are the two most important Marian virtues St. Louis described in this section? 
Her humility (she wished to remain hidden.) Her purity (Jesus/the Holy Trinity live in her.) 
What does that mean in my daily life?  
Imitation of her virtues. Give specific examples of a time when imitating Mary helped you 
in your daily life. 
 
Explain: Marian devotion should be theocentric and Trinitarian.  
Theocentric: Centered on God, Trinitarian: Centered on God the Father, God the Son and 
God the Holy Spirit 
 
Name and discuss some attributes of Mary 
Mary is the supreme masterpiece of Almighty God 
Mary is the glorious mother of God the Son 
Mary is the sealed fountain and faithful spouse of the Holy Spirit 
Mary is the sanctuary and resting place of the Blessed Trinity 
Mary is the guardian and protectress of kingdoms, provinces, dioceses, and towns 
the knowledge and the kingdom of Jesus Christ must come into the world, it 
can only be as a necessary consequence of the knowledge and reign of Mary. She who 
first gave him to the world will establish his kingdom in the world. 
 
God has decided to begin and accomplish His greatest works through the Blessed 
Virgin. Give examples of what God did through Mary. 
He gave His only Son through Mary 
The Son of God became man for our salvation but only in Mary and through Mary 
God the Holy Spirit formed Jesus Christ in Mary but only after having asked her consent 
through one of the chief ministers of his court. 
God the Father imparted to Mary his fruitfulness as far as a mere creature was capable of 
receiving it, to enable her to bring forth his Son and all the members of his mystical body. 
God-made-man found freedom in imprisoning himself in her womb. He displayed power in 
allowing himself to be borne by this young maiden. He found his glory and that of his 
Father in hiding his splendours from all creatures here below and revealing them only to 
Mary. He glorified his independence and his majesty in depending upon this lovable virgin 
in his conception, his birth, his presentation in the temple, and in the thirty years of his 
hidden life. Even at his death she had to be present so that he might be united with her in 
one sacrifice and be immolated with her consent to the eternal Father, just as formerly 
Isaac was offered in sacrifice by Abraham when he accepted the will of God. It was Mary 
who nursed him, fed him, cared for him, reared him, and sacrificed him for us.The Holy 
Spirit could not leave such wonderful and inconceivable dependence of God unmentioned 
in the Gospel, though he concealed almost all the wonderful things that Wisdom Incarnate 
did during his hidden life in order to bring home to us its infinite value and glory. Jesus 
gave more glory to God his Father by submitting to his Mother for thirty years than he 
would have given him had he converted the whole world by working the greatest miracles. 
How highly then do we glorify God when to please him we submit ourselves to Mary, 
taking Jesus as our sole model. 



19. If we examine closely the remainder of the life of Jesus Christ, we see that he chose 
to begin his miracles through Mary. It was by her word that he sanctified Saint John the 
Baptist in the womb of his mother, Saint Elizabeth; no sooner had Mary spoken than John 
was sanctified. This was his first and greatest miracle of grace. At the wedding in Cana he 
changed water into wine at her humble prayer, and this was his first miracle in the order 
of nature. He began and continued his miracles through Mary and he will 
continue them through her until the end of time. 
20. God the Holy Spirit, who does not produce any divine person, became fruitful through 
Mary whom he espoused. It was with her, in her and of her that he produced his 
masterpiece, God-made-man, and that he produces every day until the end of the world 
the members of the body of this adorable Head. For this reason the more he finds Mary 
his dear and inseparable spouse in a soul the more powerful and effective he 
becomes in producing Jesus Christ in that soul and that soul in Jesus Christ. 
21. This does not mean that the Blessed Virgin confers on the Holy Spirit a fruitfulness 
which he does not already possess. Being God, he has the ability to produce just like the 
Father and the Son, although he does not use this power and so does not produce 
another divine person. But it does mean that the Holy Spirit chose to make use of our 
Blessed Lady, although he had no absolute need of her, in order to become 
actively fruitful in producing Jesus Christ and his members in her and by her. This is a 
mystery of grace unknown even to many of the most learned and spiritual of Christians. 
 

Describe what the Holy Trinity imparted in Mary: 

23. God the Father gathered all the waters together and called them the seas (maria). He 
gathered all his graces together and called them Mary (Maria). The great God has a 
treasury or storehouse full of riches in which he has enclosed all that is beautiful, 
resplendent, rare, and precious, even his own Son. This immense treasury is none other 
than Mary whom the saints call the "treasury of the Lord". From her fullness all men are 
made rich. 
24. God the Son imparted to his mother all that he gained by his life and death, namely, 
his infinite merits and his eminent virtues. He made her the treasurer of all his Father had 
given him as heritage. Through her he applies his merits to his members and through her 
he transmits his virtues and distributes his graces. She is his mystical channel, his 
aqueduct, through which he causes his mercies to flow gently and abundantly. 
25. God the Holy Spirit entrusted his wondrous gifts to Mary, his faithful spouse, and 
chose her as the dispenser of all he possesses, so that she distributes all his gifts and 
graces to whom she wills, as much as she wills, how she wills and when she wills. No 
heavenly gift is given to men which does not pass through her virginal hands. Such 
indeed is the will of God, who has decreed that we should have all things through Mary, 
so that, making herself poor and lowly and hiding herself in the depths of nothingness 
during her whole life, she might be enriched, exalted and honoured by almighty God. 
Such are the views of the Church and the early Fathers. 
27.  The authority which God was pleased to give her is so great 
that she seems to have the same power as God. Her prayers and requests are so 
powerful with him that he accepts them as commands in the sense that he never resists 
his dear mother's prayer because it is always humble and conformed to his will. 



 
28. Mary has authority over the angels and the blessed in heaven. As a reward for her 
great humility, God gave her the power and the mission of assigning to saints the thrones 
made vacant by the apostate angels who fell away through pride. 
Such is the will of almighty God who exalts the humble, that the powers of heaven, earth 
and hell, willingly or unwillingly, must obey the commands of the humble Virgin Mary. For 
God has made her queen of heaven and earth, leader of his armies, keeper of his 
treasures, dispenser of his graces, worker of his wonders, restorer of the human race, 
mediatrix on behalf of men, destroyer of his enemies, and faithful associate in his great 
works and triumphs. 
29. God the Father wishes Mary to be the mother of his children until the end of time and 
so he says to 
her, "Dwell in Jacob", that is to say, take up your abode permanently in my children, in my 
holy ones 
represented by Jacob, and not in the children of the devil and sinners represented by 
Esau. 
 
What are the virtues of Mary? 
Her ten principal virtues are: deep humility, lively faith, blind obedience, unceasing prayer, 
constant self-denial, surpassing purity, ardent love, heroic patience, angelic kindness, and 
heavenly wisdom. 
34. Reproduce yourself then in my chosen ones, so that I may have the joy of seeing in 
them the roots of your invincible faith, profound humility, total mortification, sublime 
prayer, ardent charity, your firm hope and all your virtues. You are always my spouse, as 
faithful, pure, and fruitful as ever. May your faith give me believers; your purity, virgins; 
your fruitfulness, elect and living temples." 
 
What happens when the Holy Spirit finds Mary in a soul? 
36. When the Holy Spirit, her spouse, finds Mary in a soul, he hastens there and enters 
fully into it. He gives himself generously to that soul according to the place it has given to 
his spouse. One of the main reasons why the Holy Spirit does not work striking wonders 
in souls is that he fails to find in them a sufficiently close union with his faithful and 
inseparable spouse. I say "inseparable spouse", for from the moment the substantial love 
of the Father and the Son espoused Mary to form Jesus, the head of the elect, 
and Jesus in the elect, he has never disowned her, for she has always been faithful and 
fruitful. 
 

Why do we need Mary for our Salvation? 

First, that Mary received from God a far-reaching dominion over the souls of the elect. 
Mary is the Queen of heaven and earth by grace as Jesus is king by nature and by 
conquest. Queen of our hearts. Blessed Virgin is all the more necessary for men to attain 
their final end. I do not believe that anyone can acquire intimate union with our Lord and 
perfect fidelity to the Holy Spirit without a very close union with the most Blessed Virgin 
and an absolute dependence on her support. the Almighty made her the sole custodian of 
his treasures and the sole dispenser of his graces. Mary alone gives to the unfortunate 



children of unfaithful Eve entry into that earthly paradise where they may walk pleasantly 
with God and be safely hidden from their enemies. There they can feed without fear of 
death on the delicious fruit of the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. They can drink copiously the heavenly waters of that beauteous fountain which 
gushes forth in such abundance. As she is herself the earthly paradise, that virgin and 
blessed land from which sinful Adam and Eve were expelled she lets only those whom 
she chooses enter her domain in order to make them saints. 

Almighty God and his holy Mother are to raise up great saints who will surpass in holiness 
most other saints as much as the cedars of Lebanon tower above little shrubs 
 
For Discussion:  God wishes to make Mary better known in the latter times. 
Describe Mary’s role in the latter times. 
50. (6) In these latter times Mary must shine forth more than ever in mercy, power and 
grace; in mercy, to bring back and welcome lovingly the poor sinners and wanderers who 
are to be converted and return to 
the Catholic Church; in power, to combat the enemies of God who will rise up menacingly 
to seduce and crush by promises and threats all those who oppose them; finally, she 
must shine forth in grace to inspire 
and support the valiant soldiers and loyal servants of Jesus Christ who are fighting for his 
cause. (7) Lastly, Mary must become as terrible as an army in battle array to the devil and 
his followers, especially in these latter times. For Satan, knowing that he has little time - 
even less now than ever - to 
destroy souls, intensifies his efforts and his onslaughts every day. He will not hesitate to 
stir up savage persecutions and set treacherous snares for Mary's faithful servants and 
children whom he finds more difficult to overcome than others. 
Refer to 52. -54. 
 
Describe the Slaves of Mary 
 
56. But what will they be like, these servants, these slaves, these children of Mary? They 
will be ministers of the Lord who, like a flaming fire, will enkindle everywhere the fires of 
divine love. They will become, in Mary's powerful hands, like sharp arrows, with which 
she will transfix her enemies. They will be as the children of Levi, thoroughly purified by 
the fire of great tribulations and closelyjoined to God. They will carry the gold of love in 
their heart, the frankincense of prayer in their mind andthe myrrh of mortification in their 
body. They will bring to the poor and lowly everywhere the sweet 
fragrance of Jesus, but they will bring the odour of death to the great, the rich and the 
proud of this world. 
57. They will be like thunder-clouds flying through the air at the slightest breath of the 
Holy Spirit. Attached to nothing, surprised at nothing, troubled at nothing, they will shower 
down the rain of God's word and of eternal life. They will thunder against sin, they will 
storm against the world, they will strike down the devil and his followers and for life and 
for death, they will pierce through and through with the two-edged sword of God's word all 
those against whom they are sent by Almighty God. 



58. They will be true apostles of the latter times to whom the Lord of Hosts will give 
eloquence and strength to work wonders and carry off glorious spoils from his enemies. 
They will sleep without gold or silver and, more important still, without concern in the 
midst of other priests, ecclesiastics and clerics. Yet they will have the silver wings of the 
dove enabling them to go wherever the Holy Spirit calls them, filled as they are with the 
resolve to seek the glory of God and the salvation of souls. Wherever they preach, they 
will leave behind them nothing but the gold of love, which is the fulfilment of the whole 
law. 
59. Lastly, we know they will be true disciples of Jesus Christ, imitating his poverty, his 
humility, his contempt of the world and his love. They will point out the narrow way to God 
in pure truth according to the holy Gospel, and not according to the maxims of the world. 
Their hearts will not be troubled, nor will they show favour to anyone; they will not spare 
or heed or fear any man, however powerful he may be. They will have the two-edged 
sword of the word of God in their mouths and the blood-stained standard of 
the Cross on their shoulders. They will carry the crucifix in their right hand and the rosary 
in their left, and the holy names of Jesus and Mary on their heart. The simplicity and self-
sacrifice of Jesus will be reflected in their whole behaviour. Such are the great men who 
are to come. By the will of God Mary is to prepare them to extend his rule over the 
impious and unbelievers. But when and how will this come about? Only God knows. For 
our part we must yearn and wait for it in silence and in prayer: "I have waited and waited." 
 
 
For Discussion:  What are the basic principles of Devotion to Mary? 
First principle: Christ must be the ultimate end of all devotions 
Second principle: We belong to Jesus and Mary as their slaves.  Describe the difference 
between a servant and a slave? (71.) 
Third principle: We must rid ourselves of what is evil in us 
Fourth principle: It is more humble to have an intermediary with Christ 
Fifth principle: It is difficult to keep the graces received from God 
 
Discuss the False Devotions to Our Lady: 
92. There are, I find, seven kinds of false devotion to Mary, namely, the devotion of (1) 
the critical, (2) the scrupulous, (3) the superficial, (4) the presumptuous, (5) the 
inconstant, (6) the hypocritical, (7) the selfinterested. 
 
Discuss the Marks of Authentic Devotion to Our Lady 
105. After having explained and condemned false devotions to the Blessed Virgin we 
shall now briefly 
describe what true devotion is. It is interior, trustful, holy, constant and disinterested. 
 
Describe the Interior Practices of this devotion -115. 
Describe the Exterior Practices of this devotion - 116. 
How do you perform the devotions to Our Lady in a worthy manner?- 117. 


